August 39, 1572

Or. David Stowe

Exsoubive ¥Yice President

tmited Church Board for World Minlstries
Riverside Drive

Hew York, Hew York 10627

o

liear Iave:s

Ag you Wili see from the enclosed news relesase, the dmevicen
Society of Missiclogy was launched In & meeting last month alb
Scarvitt Cellege of professors of wission and sthers interested in
studying the wissionavy dimension of the Christian chureh. Oue of
the very notable features of the 4.8.H, is the fact that it has
attracied and seels to include within ite mewbership a broad rang
of theologival apnd church traditionsz, from conservative evangeiiw
cols to ecuaenical scholars and Roman Catholics. Something of the
spread of represeatation is indicated on this letterhead and, as
you will eee, I am serving as chalrman of the Continuation Commii—
toe that is seeking to carry forwand some of the concerns and come
mitments of this new Scclety.

The $.8.%. does not intend to take over the functions of the
two existing orgsnizations of professers of mlsslons, but rathey
to provide a common meeting sround for scholavs from a wide range
of theslogical perepectives and also te include within iis membey-
ship others rhan professors. We ave especially eager to include
within the membership of the £.85.M. executives of milssion boards
and ageuncies, miselonaries, aand scholavs from allied fields such
as anthropsiogy, lingulstics and area studies, and graduate students
ta atl of these fields., In so doing we hope to further the vecog-
nition of mispiology as an academic discipline and to seel affilia-
pion with the Council on the Study of Heliglon.

We sxpect to bepln publication of the A.8.M, Hewslebier, an
geoasicnal hulletin, in Oetober, with Herbert Hane of Trinicy
Evangelical Bivinity School, John ¥. Bobery, §.V.0. gf the
Catholic Theologilcsl Union, and Foland Scoti of Garvelt Theologleal
Seminary serving asg editors,

0f greacest importance is cur plan Lo favnch a scholarly
Worth American based journal of missioclogy, to be published quar-
terly beglnning in early 1973, Wa arve pzcieatiﬁ» a journal thatl
would be comparable in quality o the Intermational Reviewy of
Migsion, and ouy own Journal will be all the more important in
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view of the uncertaln future of the L. R.M. Dr. Alan Tippett, an Australian Metho-
dist and former missionary to FLji, now professor of missionary anthropology at
vuller Theolopical Seminavy Graduate School of World Mission, has been invited to
serve as editor of the new journal. A distingulshed editorial board, broadly
vepresentative of conservative evangellcal, scumenical Protestant, and Roman Gatholic
rraditions, will serve in an advisory capacity to the editor.,

Prom our preliminary survey and study we belleve this journal can be self-
supporiting after the first three years of publication. In ovder to izunch the
journal, however, and in ovder to bear the stavt-up costs of overhead ezxpensse
until we can penerate sufflclent subscriptions and advertising to make it self-
sufficient, we arz seekimg support from a broad range af North American misslen
agencies for the first threes yesvs. As indication of the broad raage of intevest
and support for the projeect, I capn report that we have already vecelved comaliments
of grants from fhe foreign wmission board of the Southern baptist Conventlon and a
Goman Catholic soclety.

The purpose of this letier is Lo request a grant in the amount of 5750 or
%250 pevy vear Loy three yeavs, From the JGIMH té. help underwrite the leaunching of
this Horth American based scholarly journal of mission studiles, begloming in 1973,
Ye believe this journal will serve an exceedingly vital function in this cruclal
seriod of world wmission endeaver to help clavify many of the theoretical and prac-
+ical issues that confront us, as well as contvibuite fo the geneval bnowledge about
the missionary sltustion from many parits of the world, We would hope, of course,
that meny missionaries and mission bosrd executives, as well as professors and
graduste students, would find the journal invaluable for their work,

Wa are hopeful that the UCHWM will want to joln with other mission boards
and agencies in North dmerica to support the leunching of this ecumenilecal journal
of world migsican studies that will service and strenpthen the cause of the Christian

misslon at a fundsmental level of study, informatlen and educatlon.

Very cordially yours,

Gerald H, Anderson

Chairman

Continvation Commities
GHAE
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